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The North-eastern New Hebrides 
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AURORA ISLAND 

10. Aurora is a few miles due north of Pentecost Island. It 
is about thirty miles long and seven miles broad. It was dis- 
covered by Bougainville at daybreak on 22nd May 1768. 

11. The island was visited several times by Selwyn and 
Patteson, but I know of no record of early date. The first book 
was printed by the Rev. C. Bice^ in 1882. Codrington gave 
vocabulary and grammar^. In 1888 Hagen and Pineau pub- 
lished a vocabulary of the Bangoro dialect^, and I published 
in 1889^ and 1893^ lists in the Tanoriki dialect. In 1894 
I received a longer list from the Rev. A. Brittain. 

12. A few books have been printed: a revised Prayer Book 
in 1905^, and selections from the New Testament in 1906^. 

Some native stories are among Dr Codrington 's MSS. To the 
Rev. C. E. Fox I owe a Mota-Arata vocabulary by J. Boi and 
a Mota-Lotora list by A. Tete. 

Dialects 

1 3 . Codrington 's Maewo grammar and vocabulary represent 
the dialect of Tanoriki about twelve miles from the north-east 
end of Aurora Island. Brittain *s MS. probably represents the 
same. Tete^s list is in the Lotora dialect and Boi's in Arata, 
both in the north of the island. The Bangoro of Hagen and 
Pineau is said to be north-east. 

The numerals are given from the authorities named : 





Tanoriki 


Lotora 


Arata 


Bangoro 


One 


tewa 


tewa 


tea 


tea 


Two 


t rua 


rua 


rua 


rua 


Three 


itol 


tolu 


tol 


tolu 


Four 


ivat 


vati 


vat 


fate 


Five 


tava-lima 


tava-lima 


teve-lima 


lima 


Six 


lava- tea 


lava-tea 


lai-tvale 


onu 


Seven 


lava-rua 


lava-rua 


lav-rua 


fito 


Eight 


lava-tol 


lava-tolu 


lav- tol 


walo 


Nine 


la-vat 


lava-vati 


livat 


tsibot 


Ten 


sanzvulu 


sanavulu 


sanavul 


sano-olu 



^ A lea tataro laqana ta Maewo, St Barnabas, Norfolk Island, 1882. 
^ ML. pp. 39-52, 4o8-r420. * Etudes, pp. 308-319. 

* Ray, Api, p. 303. ** Ray, LNH, 

* A Leo tataro ni tataro valqon ginia ale ima ronorono. [Portions of Prayer 
Book. — Maewo, New Hebrides.] Melanesian Mission Press, 1905, 

^ A laqana vasai, Melanesian Mission Press, 1906. 
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